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Vigil and prayer service for immigration reform
By Jackson Somes
NEWS EDITOR

Thousands of unaccompanied
children travel across South or Latin
America every year in hopes of
entering the United States. These
children, traveling without parents or
guardian supervision, risk their lives
for a chance at a better life in America.
The Southwest Key Programs provides
shelter for homeless immigrant
children who have crossed the the U.S.
border and are searching for either their
families or a better life.
USD student Denise Ambriz
volunteered her time to work with
the Southwest Key Programs to help
the unaccompanied children currently
living there. As part of her job she
would talk with the children held
at the shelter. One of the activities
she did with the children was an ice
breaker where each child announced
one interesting fact about themselves
to the group. This is a typical activity,
but took on a much more somber tone
with this particular group of children.
One boy said, as his interesting fact,
that he had gone seven days without
food while walking 30 miles during his
journey to the United States.
"He had so much faith still,"
Ambriz said, "and still so much hope."
Ambriz was one of the speakers
at the event "A Day of Prayer for
Compassion and Immigration Reform"
held on Sept. 25. On this night, USD
hosted a student led event featuring
a series of student speakers, a prayer
service, a candlelight vigil and a silent
walk to Founders Chapel to attend the
Mass for Peace.
USD was one of many Catholic
universities all across the United States
that held similar events to increase
awareness and pressure for the need to
reform the current immigration system
Margarita Vargas (left) and Ernesto Reyes (standing right),
in the United States.
USD joined other colleges
including Georgetown University,
Boston College and Loyola University
of Chicago holding similar events to immigration reform. Reyes and fellow status allowed Reyes to become a U.S.
senior, Margarita Vargas, answered the citizen within one year.
express the same message.
"I want to see those options
"They [the other universities] were call.
"I got on board with it because I'm available to other people," Reyes said.
holding either prayer services, masses,
vigils, candlelight vigils for greater really passionate about the multiple "I don't think there is any difference in
leaving your home country because of
immigration reform," senior Ernesto faces of social justice," Vargas said.
Reyes explained his interest in political reasons rather than economic
Reyes said.
Reyes works with University immigration reform stems from his reasons where you cannot feed your
Ministry as well as the nonprofit group past and own status as an immigrant. family. I think if anything that's more
Faith in Public Life and was one of As a Cuban immigrant he was able of an imperative to leave your country
the student leaders who organized the to achieve a privileged status in the if you cannot feed your family."
Vargas currently works with
vigil. It was these two groups who were current immigration system by seeking
looking for students to take the lead political asylum from the Cuban sociologist professor Greg Prieto to
and organize an event that promoted communist regime. This enhanced promote immigration reform among

Jackson Somes/Tne Vista

USD student organizations. Through
this promotion, they raise awareness of
events such as the vigil held on Sept.
25 and a march for immigration reform
that took place on Oct. 5.
On June 27 the U.S. Senate passed
bill, S. 744, which promised drastic
reformation to the U.S. immigration
law by ramping up border security
while simultaneously allowing paths
to citizenship for undocumented
immigrants. The bill has stalled in
the House of Representatives and lost
momentum.

With the media focusing on the
Syrian conflict and the government
shutdown, immigration reform has
fallen out of the spotlight. "It's really
hard to get people to care about an
issue that's been taken off the table
because of what happened in Syria and
what's happening right now with the
government shutdown," Vargas said.
The vigil and prayer service
were just the latest efforts by Catholic

See VIGIL, Page 2

Greek Life off campus event buses targeted by SDPD
By Sarah White
CONTRIBUTOR

Photo Courtesy of Courtney (

USD students targeted at off campus buses located in overnight lots in Mission Beach.
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"I think it was a rough start to the
semester for some students," Director
of Student Organizations and Greek
Life Mandy Womack said. On both
Sept. 20 and Sept. 27, almost a dozen
members of USD Greek Life received
minor in consumption citations from
the San Diego Police Department.
These citations were received both
prior to and after events, but some
students saying like they may have
been uncalled for.
The first incident happened after
the Lambda Chi Alpha Bid Night
event. Witnesses say police were
patrolling the overnight parking lot on
the corner of West Mission Bay Dr. and
Mission Blvd. when they spotted the
event bus dropping off USD students.
Students who were at the incident say
police then approached the bus to get
a better look at what was going on.
This is where they began questioning
students about their ages and handing
out MIC citations.
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"I've noticed that cops are being
more strict at the beach lately and
seem to be giving out more citations,"
sophomore Billy Anderson said, "but
this bus situation seemed planned."
Anderson is a member of the
fraternity Lambda Chi , Alpha and he
arrived to the parking lot on the second
bus that was returning to the beach
from the event. Although students on
his bus were not getting stopped, he
saw the police standing in front of the
other bus.
"1 saw the cops stopping random
students for no reason and giving them
tickets," Anderson said.
The second incident happened
on Sept. 27 prior to attending an
off campus Delta Tau Delta event.
Students had boarded the bus in the
overnight parking lot when they say
the police pulled the bus driver over to
review his paperwork.
"Certain licensure and paperwork
is checked by USD as far as safety and
risk management, but this bus driver
was missing one piece of paperwork,"
Womack said. "While the police talked

Toreros give a glimpse into the histories
behind their meaningful tattoos.
PAGE 11
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to the bus driver, they emptied the bus."
Some students were confused as to
why they were removed from the bus.
"We hadn't done anything wrong
when the police lined us up against the
side of the bus," sophomore Hannah
Young said, "they were asking people
their age and telling them that if they
returned to the bus they would be
breathalyzed."
Young is a member of the sorority
Gamma Phi Beta, and was on the bus
during this incident.
"It did not seem fair that we had
not caused any problems, and that
the police showed up and destroyed
an event wasting money not only put
into the event, but also into the buses,"
Young said.
"Luckily I am 21 so I wasn't too
worried about the cops being there, but
I definitely felt bad for anyone who was
underage," senior Kami Shabaz said,
"The cops sent the bus driver to Kinkos
to print off proper documentation, and
while they were gone half the students

See GREEK, Page 2
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Goodbye
Government

By Jackson Somes
NEWS EDITOR
As you know, the federal
government has shut down. The only
conceivable way you could not be
aware of the shutdown is if you've
been living under a rock, or as it's now
known: a luxury suite. Yes, the stalemate
over the federal budget has created the
apocalyptic hellscape that once was
the United States of America. Modern
society has collapsed and warring bands
of feral children mle the wasteland.
But how did we get here? Just
a couple weeks ago, as a nation, we
appeared to be in such a strong and
steady place. Jon Stewart was securely
back at The Daily Show, Apple
was continuing cutting edge iPhone
innovation and Miley Cyrus found the
time to join a construction crew as, I
believe, the operator of a wrecking ball.
Everything was looking great.
Then Obamacare came and ruined
it all. Part of the federal budget proposed
by congressional Republicans included
an amendment that would forestall
the implementation of the Affordable
Care Act an additional year. President
Obama and congressional Democrats
then refused to accept this budget.
How dare they! The congressional
Republicans were just trying to save
this country from impending socialism.
First Obamacare is implemented and the
next thing you know President Obama is
surrendering all of America to the ghost
of Karl Marx and I for one refuse to bow
before Supreme Leader Zombie Stalin.
Who is the government to tell
me that I need health insurance? They
must know by now that young adults in
America are invincible. That's the reason
we are the best age group for military
recruitment, bullets simply don't affect
us. It's science, look it up in a book. The
only time 1 want to discover that 1 need
health care is when I get severely injured
and become overwhelmingly in debt.
It's called "the American way."
With the Republicans insisting on
delaying and defunding Obamacare and
the Democrats defiantly trying to fund
a legally established law, the deadline
for creating a budget passed right on by.
Neither side was able to find common
ground, except of course, to agree that
shutting down the government was
better than finding common ground.
What's a loss of 800,000 jobs when
the alternative is compromise? Those
furloughed people don't need jobs
or money; with the impending postapocalyptic world they can safely resort
to a barter system to pay the bills and
afford food. I hear a beaver pelt can get
you a couple hours of electricity.
I'm just glad Congress finally took
the measures necessary to stop the
impending socialist dystopia before it
became too late. Although Congress
was able to finally stop Obamacare by
stopping the government altogether, it
seems another branch of the government
tree was entirely overlooked. Where was
the Supreme Court in all this? Surely
the highest court in the land could have
prevented the socialist coup of America.
What body of law could possibly uphold
this blatant violation of the rights of
Americans?
The truth behind this shutdown is
that it may actually be the master plan
of the Republican party. Conservatives
are always preaching that a limited
government is the best government, and
what is better than a limited government?
No government.
What is more American than
rejecting
government?
America
shrugged off the yoke of big monarchy
once before, what's to stop us from
doing it again? Imagine the Koch
brothers as the new founding fathers.
Instead of fighting against 'no taxation
without representation' they are just
fighting taxation. The congressional
Republicans aren't responsible for a donothing congressional quagmire, they
are the modernday force for patriotic
revolution; much like the minutemen
but with more guns.
The Republicans are just trying to
take us back to our roots as a nation.
Think about it, we've already started
another Tea Party.
The American pastime isn't baseball
or football, its regime change. From
King George to Saddam Hussein, we've
gotten really good at overthrowing
government. Our latest project is our
own government. Syria was a tantalizing
option, but we have bigger fish to
fry. America is in dire need of new
leadership in order to protect American
interests. Have you heard the latest news
from the American government, they
can't even keep their government from
shutting down.

Jackson Somes /The Vist

A part of the campaign for raising awareness of the vigil and prayer service, lawn signs were posted around campus with statistics about the current state of immigration.

Vigil held to humanize immigration policy
Students speak out for comprehensive immigration reform
VIGIL, continued from Front Page
universities across the country
trying to bring immigration reform
back into mainstream news. According
to Reyes, the movement started with the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops when they sent a joint letter
to Congress stating that immigration
reform is an important issue to the
Catholic community.
In July, Catholic university
presidents, including USD president
Mary Lyons, continued this message
by sending a letter to Congress
which emphasized the importance of
comprehensive immigration reform.
"This vigil was meant to show
the government that we do care about
it, that we do want comprehensive
immigration reform," Vargas said.
As a part of the prayer service and
vigil, student speakers were presented
to offer a more humanizing approach to
understanding immigration reform.
"We speak of immigration as in
terms of politics and policy and legal/
illegal," Reyes said. "We speak on
those terms but we forget the faces
behind this issue; the people who are

actually affected by this. We need to
make it more of a human rights issue
rather than a political issue."
Attempts at immigration reform
follow suit with recent trends to
overhaul the U.S. immigration system.
In 2011 California governor Jerry
Brown signed the Dream Act, which
assists undocumented students to
achieve a college education. In 2012
President Obama issued an executive
order which launched a program titled
the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals. DACA allows undocumented
immigrants, who were brought to the
U.S. as children, two years to work
without facing possible deportation.
However, DACA does not create a path
for citizenship or grant residency.
Efforts such as the vigil and prayer
service held at USD are attempts
to bring personal faith in line with
immigration reform.
"We hear a lot about the issue of
immigration reform, but we almost
never connect it to our personal faith
and to our prayer lives," Reyes said. "A
candlelight vigil really centers people
in their own prayer life and their own
self to think about those who are
affected by immigration reform."

Greek bus stopped
by SDPD
GREEK, continued from Front
Page
had already left in fear that the
cops would return."
Shabaz is a member of the sorority
Kappa Delta, and was a witness to this
incident.
"It was really random to have
these cops come over, especially
considering that we had done nothing
wrong in order to attract attention from
the police," Shabaz said.
USD's
individual
student
organizations
arrange contracting
with bus companies, and negotiate
logistics in accordance with the USD
requirements for bus companies.
Attempts to reach SDPD by email
were not responded to in time for the
article go to print.
"For student organizations, driving
to events is often among the riskiest
aspects of the activity," Womack said.
For fraternities and sororities,some
of their (inter)national organizations
require them to provide transportation
to events where alcohol will be present.
For this reason, all off-campus Greek
Life events provide bus transportation
as a precaution.
When incidents of this nature
happen involving SDPD, Public Safety
is not typically notified. If they are
notified, Public Safety would refer
these violations to USD's student
conduct process.
USD has a clear explanation of

what they expect of their students in
their Rules of Conduct. This document
discusses
student
responsibilities
to uphold the University of San
Diego community, and to model
good citizenship in any community.
Consumption of alcoholic beverages
by students under the age of 21 on
University property or at a Universitysponsored
event
is,
therefore,
prohibited.
Womack believes this incident
was due to resident complaints. All
citations were issued to students who
were underage and she believes they
were deserved. Womack does not
predict any future changes to USD
policy regarding off campus events.
"I do not think changing policies
will change the problems," Womack
said. "Students who choose to drink
underage need to be aware that the
police are citing them for doing that.
This is a risk that the students have to
decide if they are willing to take."
To some, the police action
remained unwarranted despite the
underage drinking.
"I think it is pretty ridiculous
that cops were basically staking out,
waiting for students to arrive at the
buses," Shabaz said, "I don't think it
is necessary considering we already
have perfectly fine risk management
systems put in place for Greek Life at
USD to take care of anyone or anything
getting out of hand."

Urban Dictionary
definition of a writer:

A plagiarist of life.
So come "plagiarize" with us!

managing6usdvisto.com

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, OCTOBER IO, 2013

3

NEWS
f PUBLIC SAFETY KEPOttT)
October 5th,
2013

October 4th, 2013

Location: Maher Hall
At 1:56 p.m. Public Safety responded to a
report of vandalism. Upon investigation,
unknown suspect(s) broke a fish tank between
10/3 at 5:00 p.m. and 10/4 at 5:40 a.m.

Location: Manchester Village
At 9:31 p.m. Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student was determined to
be able to care for herself and was released
to her residence.

Location: Missions A

At 1:09 a.m. Resident
Assistants cited one student
for a Liquor Law Violation.

Location: Kroc Institute for
Peace and Justice

Location: Maher Hall
At 10:42 p.m. Public Safety responded to a
request for assistance. Upon investigation,
seven students were cited for Minor in
Possesion of Alcohol.
Location: Main Kiosk
At 11:00 p.m. Public Safety responded to the
report of two students who were observed
kicking vehicles. Upon investigation, two
students were determined to be under the
influence of alcohol. They were determined to
be able to care for themselves and released
to their residences.

At 3:28 a.m. Public Safety
smelled the strong odor of
marijuana coming from a
vehicle. Upon investigation,
one student was referred for
being in possession of
marijuana.

O c t o b e r 6th, 2013
Location: Mission Crossroads
At 1:33 a.m. Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student was determined to be
unable to care for herself and was transported
to the hospital.
Location: San Miguel
At 2:33 a.m. Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student was determined to be
unable to care for himself and was transported
to the hospital.
Location: Missions B Lot
At 2:54 a.m. Public Safety observed a vehicle
with a chair hanging from the passenger side
window. Upon investigation, the driver of the
vehicle was determined to be intoxicated and
SDPD was called to respond. The driver
of the vehicle was arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol.
Location: Laguna Hall
At 8:04 p.m. Public Safety responded to a
report of possible marijuana use. Upon
investigation, two students were referred for
being in possession of marijuana.
Image by Kalan/Wikimedia Commons
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Vehicle break-ins and thefts shake up USD students
systems are easily defeated," according
to a report from the Department of
California Highway Patrol.
In one car, a guitar, skateboard,
XBox, laptop and desktop computer
and various video games were stolen
from inside. In another vehicle,
there was a purse, which was stolen
from inside. In a third vehicle the air
conditioner unit was stolen from the
inside. In previous years, there have
been between four to seven vehicles
stolen from campus a year.
According to Chief Larry Barnett
of Public Safety, "Information received
from SDPD indicates that the City of
San Diego has seen a recent increase in
vehicle thefts during this past month."
Some students feel that parking
services should play a bigger role in
keeping the parking areas safe. "What's
parking services doing, aren't they
supposed to be patrolling anyways?"
said senior Dana Yee. According to
Public Safety, "DPS has reached out
not only to Parking Services but to the
entire campus community to assist us
by reporting any suspicious activity
observed regardless of where it may be
occurring on campus."
Other students feel that because
there aren't any security cameras in
these areas, they are more likely to be
targeted. "I think it is ridiculous that we
don't have enough security to protect
our own cars and they have to tell us to
make sure we lock our doors and leave
nothing in our cars. I feel like I should
not have to worry about whether or
not I leave something in my car," said

By Brittany Carava
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Since the semester has started,
the Department of Public Safety has
responded to four reports of motor
vehicle thefts and four vehicle breakins. Mother Rosalie Hill Hall School
of Leadership and Education garage,
Manchester Village garage (Building
#1 & Building #2), Jenny Craig
Pavilion parking lots, the Joan B. Kroc
Institute for Peace and Justice garage
and the San Antonio De Padua garage
have all been affected.
All of the thefts have occurred in
closed off lots, leading some students
to believe that their overall safety is
compromised. "We only have three
entrances on this campus, you would
think they could make it a little bit
harder to get on campus if you're
not a student here," sophomore Alex
Matukonis said. "I'm paying a bunch
of money and I don't even feel safe
walking to my car at night."
Some may think that a flashy car
or exposed items would make vehicles
targets for theft however, with the
exception of one 2013 Honda Accord,
all of the other vehicles that were stolen
were between five and fifteen years old.
in fact, the vehicles stolen most often
in California are various models of
Honda Accords because of their "high
resale value, the fact that their parts are
interchangeable, and that the ignition

senior Kat Murzl.
Additionally,
some
students
believe that increased Public Safety
presence might ward off potential
criminals. "The fact that I have a car is
a blessing...if it got stolen I would have
no way to replace it," said sophomore
Maddie Moe. "Even if it means
increased P-safe officers wandering
around to bother me, I'd prefer that
to potentially losing my only mode of
transport."
Although this may seem like
a large amount of incidents, some
students feel that this is not strictly
a USD issue. "These things happen
everywhere, and there are certain steps
you can take to keep yourself from
becoming a victim," said junior Donna
Ohlmaier. "I think some thieves have
just figured out that there are a lot of
cars that are at the far end of campus
and left alone for many hours."
In comparison to USD, Tufts
University in Massachusetts, ranked
the most dangerous college campus
in the United States, had 49 vehicle
thefts according to the Daily Beast.
Vehicle thefts do occur on a regular
basis in various universities across the
country and while the issue may seem
concerning for students, Public Safety
encourages everyone to stay aware of
their surroundings and not to hesitate to
report suspicious behavior by alerting
Public Safety officers.

VEHICLE SAFETY TIPS

AFTER PARKING YOUR CAR ON
CAMPUS, BE SURE TO LOCK ALL
DOORS, ROLL UP THE WINDOWS,
AND REMOVE ALL VALUABLES
FROM YOUR VEHICLE.
IF YOU OBSERVE ANY
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY ON
CAMPUS, PLEASE CALL PUBLIC
SAFETY IMMEDIATELY AT
619.260-2222.
BE AWARE OF YOUR IMMEDIATE
SURROUNDINGS; MAKE A MENTAL
NOTE OF WHO I S IN YOUR
GENERAL AREA AS YOU ARE
TRAVELING ABOUT THE CAMPUS.
KNOW THE LOCATION OF THE
CAMPUS BLUE LIGHT EMERGENCY
TELEPHONES ON ROUTES TO AND
YOUR CAMPUS DESTINATIONS.
Image by Sergio Luiz Ara/Wikimedia Commons
Ivy Guild/The Vista
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Congressional stalemate results in government shutdown
Debate over Obamacare leads to budgetary standstdl
By Whitney Downs
Staff Writer
It's hard to turn on the news today
without hearing something about the
shutdown of the federal government.
Yet, most people don't even know what
a government shutdown is. Every year,
Congress must appropriate the budget
for the executive branch to approve.
However, if Congress fails to pass
authorization for sufficient government
funds, the federal government shuts
down until a budget is agreed on
for the upcoming fiscal year. State
governments still remain intact, though.
This is the first
government
shutdown since 1995,when a standoff
occurred between President Clinton
and then-Speaker of the House,
Newt Gingrich, over the United
States budget deficit. This time, it is
Speaker Boehner who has yet to put a
continuing resolution on the floor and
put an end to this problem. According
to American Politics professor, Dr.
Casey Dominguez, a continuing
resolution would continue funding
the government at last year's levels,
allowing the government to continue
running while they worked out a
budget.
This problem was avoidable as
well, considering negotiations for this
budget bill began in April. The main
point of conflict being the House's
desire to defund the Affordable Care
Act, also known as "Obamacare."
Multiple
federal
jobs,
deemed
nonessential, have been suspended
also known as furloughed as a result.
NASA, the FDA, the CDC and the
EPA, among others, had a furlough rate
of over 90 percent, which means that
drug trials and food inspections have
been shut down for the time being.
According to Political Science
professor, Dr. Del Dickson, the
blame falls on one group. "The
conscious decision of one party —
the Republicans — to shut down the
government unless they get their way
on a completely unrelated issue that
everyone knows they aren't going to
get," Dickson said.
Currently, Speaker of the House,
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John Boehner, is trying to appease
the Tea Party, a minority faction
within the Republican party, which is
continually adding in language to that
seeks to defund the ACA. Instead of
progressing with the opinion of the
majority, Boehner continually puts
forth a bill that he knows won't be
approved by the Senate, before it even
gets to the president.
Ted Cruz, a Tea Party senator from
Texas, has also taken a definite stand in
support of
the House's decision. Yet, his
position in the Senate means he hasn't

even gotten a chance to vote on the
bill. Cruz has constantly been telling
his fellow Republicans not to give up
on defunding the ACA, which can't
be done anyways. He even went as far
as to filibuster for 21 hours in order
to delay a vote that would fund the
government.
The Affordable Care Act has
already been approved by Congress,
upheld by the Supreme Court and, when
Romney ran on an anti-Obamacare
platform, the American people voted
against him. Therefore, neither the
Senate, nor the president will approve

of a bill that seeks to defund the law.
Students aren't very happy about
the shutdown either. Freshman Martha
Kauls said "I'm concerned about the
national park service being shut down.
The fact that people can't go outside
and enjoy the parks due to government
standstill is ridiculous." Akasha Vigo
resonated this sentiment, "I'm mad
because this affects my parents jobs,
yet the government doesn't seem to
care."
According to Political Science
Chair, Dr. James Williams, a number
of students will be affected by the

mage by Noclip/Wikimedia Commons
Graphic courtesy of Juliana Mascari

shutdown. "The number of government
workers furloughed could impact
passports,
immigration
services,
applications for internships and any
business with the government,"
Williams said.
Another problem is that not
enough students seem to know about
the shutdown. Nicole Peterson said
that she "doesn't pay much attention to
stuff like that, so I don't really know
anything." However, with increased
coverage in mainstream media students
may soon come to terms with the state
pf the nation.

"Culinary Adventures Through Family Traditions"

Dan Dieqos
619-276-2100
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
FREE Homecoming Festival and Concert
6 p.m. - Torero Way
Free food, activities and fun!
Free Concert featuring YOUNG THE GIANT
Welcome Party (21+only) $8 - Advance tickets at the UC Box Office
Senior Lounge - Free food, coffee cart and exclusive lounge area

HOMECOMING & FAMILY WEEKEND • OCTOBER 11-13

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
Picnic and Tailgate
11 a.m.- 2p.m.-ValleyField
All-you-can-eat food, games, music and student lounge.
Only $8 for USD students!
Get your ticket in advance at the UC Box Office.
2 p.m. - Parade to the Football Game from the Valley Field.
USD Toreros vs. Marist College Red Foxes
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The decline of the date at USD

Diversifying
USD

Bv Sara Butler
ASST. OPINION EDITOR

By Kendall Tich
OPINION EDITOR
The America we live in today
celebrates and embraces, the multitude
of cultures, ethnic identities and
backgrounds of the people who call this
country home.
It is becoming increasingly
important to learn ways in which we
can better interact in a global setting
through adaptation to and acceptance of
people from all different demographics.
The AS Senate Inclusion &
Diversity Committee "embraces all
forms of diversity in our campus
community, and in so doing respects
the unique characteristics of our
community
members
and
their
contributions to our campus."
Although our campus has aimed
at becoming a more diverse and
inclusive community, only 34 percent
of our undergraduate student body
identify themselves as minorities,
while 55 percent of undergrads identify
themselves as "white only."
For many USD students, coming
to college was their first glimpse at the
range of ethnicities and races that our
country is home to. Others had grown
up in areas where there are people from
all different places and backgrounds.
If you are anything like me and
have had the chance to live in a culture
different from your own, you may have
been shocked at the lack of diversity on
our campus.
That's not to say, however, that
we don't have initiatives to improve
diversity on campus.
The
Student
Outreach
and
Recruitment Club (SOAR) is "a student
organization that specifically focuses
on and is committed to engaging in
diversity recruitment, outreach and
retention efforts at the University of
San Diego.".
Members of this club participate
in a multitude of recruitment events to
diversify the student body for future
generations of USD students.
Similarly, The United Front
Multicultural Club "invite(s) all
to experience diverse cultures and
traditions, explore identities, engage
in dialogue, challenge barriers, build
leadership skills and empower each
other to create an intellectually vibrant,
socially just and inclusive community."
Members of this club aim to
recognize the diversity that already
exists on our campus while also
encouraging an improvement in
inclusion at USD.
You may be wondering why
all this matters. If you come from a
diverse background, you may feel as
though there is little hope for USD
to ever reach the level of diversity as
other college campuses do. If you come
from a sheltered background, you may
feel as though diversifying the campus
would cause unwanted changes to our
school.
Whatever you believe, it is an issue
that affects all of us because some level
of diversity is vital to an academic
community in order to prepare us for
the global world outside the walls of
our classrooms.
The world is full of people
with different beliefs, opinions and
backgrounds and those differences
are what enrich academic, social and
business settings.
Having lived in Hong Kong for
some of my high school years, I am
proof of the importance of openmindedness and acceptance of other
cultures.
In my time as a student at Hong
Kong International School, I found that
people from all different backgrounds
have something unique to bring to a
discussion or project.
After later being a part of the
working community in Hong Kong as
an intern at KPMG China, I found that
I had many ideas that were different
from those of the local Chinese that
worked there and the combination of
those ideas led to improvements within
the firm.
Although
USD is not
an
international city like Hong Kong,
there are people from all different
backgrounds who come with all sorts
of stories and ideas that they intend to
share in order to improve our campus.
By encouraging and promoting
acceptance and diversity at USD, we
are allowing our campus to better itself.
Respecting,
accepting
and
embracing the unique stories of people
from all different demographics are
the only ways to truly understand the
importance of diversity at USD and
across the rest of the world.

Across the nation college students
are changing the definition of dating.
Our generation seems to be moving
away from the traditional date,
replacing it with "hang outs" and
"hook-ups".
Instead of a man asking a woman
to dinner and a movie, he often invites
her to a party, kickback or get-together.
The pair usually talk and dance during
the event, then leave together for
somewhere private.
Paula England, a professor of
Sociology at Stanford University,
has studied the current college hook
up scene with her graduate research
assistant, Reuben J. Thomas. The
team used Stanford University for
their case study, where they surveyed
and interviewed students about their
dating experience in college. The
study focused on undergraduate,
heterosexual dating patterns.
The pair found that the idea of
going on a date to get to know someone
is almost nonexistent. Hanging out
as friends and hooking-up at parties
is much more common, which is
changing the concept of dating across
campuses.
Does this mean that dating is dead
at USD?
Sophomore Joseph Mejia agrees
with the changes in the current dating
scene.
"I do definitely agree that the
dating scene, like taking girls out to
the movies, has died down more than
it used to be, especially here in college.
The new thing is to hook-up," Mejia
said. "Instead of asking a girl to the
movies, you ask her to a party. That's
the way you get to start talking to
them. Then if you hook-up, you can
start texting them and see where things
go from there."
Sophomore Mahie Solomon sees
that some students are distancing
themselves from old school dating here

Kevin Nelson/The Vista

College men and women are changing the idea of dating and moving away from the tradi
tional date.

at USD.
"I think that more students are
seeing a traditional date as a gateway
to paving a relationship that has a
long-term connotation to it," Solomon
said. "I can see how some people may
view the traditional date as outdated
because a plethora of people have
turned to texting, dating websites or
stalking their crushes on Facebook and
Instagram."
As both Mejia and Solomon point
out, our new social media plays a
significant role in the dating changes.
The most common interaction between
a man and a woman is texting. The use
of other social media, such as Facebook,
is used not only to chat between friends
but also to find or judge potential hook
up buddies.
These forms of communication
promote a hook-up culture. Sometimes
students
will "Facebook
stalk"
someone that they are interested in.
By finding out information about them

online, they may feel like they know
enough about them to hang out or
hook-up with them, without going on
an actual date to find out more about
the person.
Also, texting is changing the
way women and men interact. It has
changed our culture, making face-toface encounters less common. A man
can hook up with a woman and just
text her afterwards, instead of calling
her or asking her to lunch. Texting
has morphed the idea of acceptable
communication
in
our
culture,
especially across genders.
While dating may not be
completely
extinct,
expectations
are definitely changing. On the rare
occasion that a man does ask a woman
out on a date, a hook-up is usually a
given.
Sophomore
Allison
DeHart
believes that hooking-up is now
assumed on dates.
"If you go on a date it's expected

you hook-up. When you don't, people
in general will think something went
wrong on the date," DeHart said.
Despite the decrease of traditional
dates, the number of college students
in relationships has not drastically
plummeted.
According to England, while
dates are being replaced with hook
ups, relationships still exist. A series
of hook-ups often leads to establishing
an exclusive relationship. In fact,
England's study indicated that almost
half of students' relationships "had
one or more hook-ups first" before the
couple became official.
Although
dating
before
a
relationship is rare, dating after is
quite common. Dating usually occurs
once a couple has already decided to
be exclusive. This means that some
women may have to wait until they
have a boyfriend to be able to go on a
traditional date.
While most students agree that
campus dating is changing into a hook
up culture, there are differing opinions
about whether or not this change is for
the best.
Some students strongly oppose the
idea of hooking-up becoming the new
norm for dating and relationships in
college.
"I think that dating and hookingup are not interchangeable. Hookingup is typically associated with a less
serious relationship." Solomon said.
Other students offer a positive
aspect about the changing dating scene.
"It gives people the opportunity
to branch out, socialize and meet more
people," Mejia said. "It also gives
people the chance to see what they
really like before they meet someone
they genuinely care for."
Overall, the dating scene is
definitely changing across campuses,
including here at USD. Whether you
agree with this shift from a date to
a hook-up, it is hard to ignore it's
increasing presence at our university.
Dating seems to be dying for our
generation, and this change will have
a significant impact on the future
interaction between the two genders.

iPhone applications of the week
Logos Quiz Game

Map My Run

Duolingo

MyTime

By Atico Mobile S.L.

By MapMyFitness

By Duolingo

By Melian Labs Inc
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The Logos Game Quiz is available
for free on the iTunes App Store. It is
a game that relies on your ability to
recognize popular logos that appear in
everyday life. Such logos include those
of Burger King, Nissan, Intel, Michelin
and many more. As you correctly guess
the logos presented, you collect coins
to advance to higher levels. The highest
level requires 776 coins to be collected.
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Map My Run is a fitness
application that allows you to track
your exercise through GPS navigation.
Once you begin recording your walk,
jog or run, your navigation will track
your distance, duration, pace and
calories burnt. You can later view all of
your workouts as a list or access them
individually. This app is available for
free on the iTunes App Store.
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Duolingo is a fun and free way
to learn five
different languages:
Spanish, Italian, French, German and
Portuguese. The app offers a simple
and straightforward format comprised
of translating activities, matching
games and vocal challenges. Duolingo
allows you to tap into your language
ability wherever you are, without any
advertisements to distract you.
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MyTime is an efficiency app
allowing you to book appointments
with over two million participating
businesses across the US. The app
allows you to schedule appointments
for haircuts, massages and over 70
other appointment types. It also allows
you to receive up to 60 percent off
your appointments by booking through
MyTime.
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Can you make the grades without missing the party?
partying seems to be a good option.
"Attending college parties is a
OPINION EDITOR
fun way to meet new people and take
a break from school," junior Nicole
Steinmetz said.
It has been said a million times
At a school as small as USD, a
that college is the "best four years of place where friend groups are formed
your life."
rather quickly and students tend to stick
When I first got to USD, my plans with those they know, many students
were to achieve a 4.0 GPA and become use parties as ways to meet new people
involved in a multitude of clubs and and make new friends. In fact, I have
organizations while also maintaining found that it is very difficult to make
somewhat of a social life.
new friends unless you have parties
Little did I know, however, that and events to meet them at and talk to
having a social life in college is almost them about.
nonexistent without the weekend
While this varies from person
trek down to Mission Beach to attend to person, there appears to be an
college parties.
underlying pressure to head down to
Having lived in a large city with an Mission Beach every weekend to attend
avid nightlife, the partying scene is not college parties and get-togethers.
new to me. However, for many college
Many would argue that although
students, this is their first time away there is a noticeable party scene at
from the supervision and restrictions USD, it is far different from those of
of their parents, causing them to other universities.
participate in excessive partying once
"USD is different from a lot of
they get to school.
other schools in that there are less frat
While many thrive in social houses and heels and more just friends
settings with a little liquid courage, hanging out at the beach," senior Siena
others are often brought down Pugnale said.
academically and socially by the party
Because we do not have convenient
culture. Others choose to avoid the access to parties in fraternity or
party scene altogether due to lack of sorority houses, students are forced to
interest or fear of getting wrapped up attend smaller parties at people's beach
in the wrong parties or with the wrong houses or apartments. This allows for
more intimate get-togethers, in which
people.
With these parties come the meeting and maintaining friends
prominence of alcohol and binge becomes easier and more accessible.
drinking as well as experimentation
However, these small parties do
not account for those who are not a
with drugs.
According to the Core Institute, part of those small groups, meaning
the US' largest national statistics that on any given weekend, there can
database on alcohol and drug use by be dozens of college students roaming
college students, 73 percent of college the streets of Mission Beach after a
few drinks searching for somewhere to
students drink at least occasionally.
Most college students are not make friends.
These small group gatherings can
legally permitted to drink until their
junior or senior year of college,meaning quickly escalate and get out of control,
that underage students account for a which can have a negative impact on
large part of this percentage.
academics.
So what is so enticing about
In fact, 31 percent of college
attending a college party? Is it the students missed a class due to substance
freedom to stay out late, the opportunity abuse and 22 percent tanked an exam or
to make friends or the pressure by peers essay, according to the Core Statistics.
Although it is hard to know just
to fit a certain college image?
For freshmen, transfers and those how much substance abuse from
who want to make some new friends, college parties affects students at USD,

By Kendall Tich

Photo courtesy of Flickr CC

Drinking games, such as Beer Pong, are a frequent occurance at USD parties and kickbacks.

it is clear that is does exist and can
have detrimental affects on students'
educations.
"I feel like partying can be ok in
moderation but students should be
careful about getting caught up in the
party scene and letting it get in the
way of the primary reason why we are
here," junior Jenna Palazzo said.
While most students agree that
partying is better when done in
moderation, there are still others who
use drinking as a way to escape the
reality of school or work-related stress.
Even though many of them are aware
of the consequences that excessive
partying can have on academic life,
some students still choose to participate
in excessive drinking and drug use.
Aside from partying affecting
academic life, it can also lead
to
intentional
or
unintentional

The fox is now trending
"What Does the Fox
Say?" is a trending YouTube
video that has recently hit
our campus by storm.
The craze is a music
video for the song "The
Fox" by Ylvis, a comedic
musical duo from Norway.
This viral video has made
this European duo an
international sensation in a
matter of weeks.
The amusing lyrics,
including "But if you meet
a friendly horse, will you
communicate by morse?"
and random sounds such
as "Joff-tchoff-tchoff!" are
mixed with a catchy beat.
The video currently has
99,000,000 views.

For other students who grew up in
big cities, it's easy to be turned off by
college parties, viewing them as less
sophisticated than attending bars or
clubs downtown.
Although students hold many
different views on partying in
college, it is obvious that there are
consequences even though partying
seems to becoming more and more
prominent and accepted on college
campuses.
It still seems to be the most
popular way to meet new people and
make friends during our four years
here. As long as partying is done in
moderation in a responsible way in
which participators are aware of the
possible consequences it may have on
their academics and lives in general,
it will remain a fun and entertaining
social activity.

involvement in criminal activity or
run-ins with the police. This can
come in the form of MICs (Minor
in Consumption) or MIPs (Minor in
Possession), both of which can end up
appearing on your permanent record.
Neither your parents nor your future
employers will be pleased with those
charges.
While many students view
partying in moderation as good
alternative to taking it too far every
weekend, others still choose to stay
clear of the party scene altogether.
"I never really got into going to
parties in college because I got over
that in high school," junior Cameron
Brown said.
This tends to be a common view
among USD students who come from
places where high school parties were
prevalent and accepted.

ABIGAIL LIND
Editor and Writing Coach
Hi USD! I hold a degree in English
from Harvard, and I have years of
experience editing personal
statements and academic papers.
Whether you need one-on-one
coaching or a final edit before
turning in your project, I can help!
Rates:
Personal statement editing:
$60 / statement
One-on-one coaching:
$35/hour
Academic editing:
$9 / double-spaced page
619.929.2401
editor.abigail@gmail.com

Mention USD and
receive 10% off!
24-36 hour turnaround
available for most projects
Photo courtesy of YouTubt

A frame of the tranding music video, "The Fox", on YouTube.

BUY ONE SUSHI ROLL,
GET ONE FREE
OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE
MISSION BEACH'S
NEWEST ROOFTOP

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER TABLE. ONE COUPON PER PERSON.
OFFER NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OR PROMOTION.
EXPIRES NOVEMBER 30TH, 2013
3105 OCEAN FRONT WALK, SAN DIEGO, CA 92109 • 858.228.9283 • WWW.CANNONBALLSD.COM

Letters
to the
Editor Policy

The Vista strongly
encourages letters
to the editor from
students, faculty, staff,
administration and the
community.

Submissions should be
Correspondence should
limited to 500 words and
be sent to editor@
must include verifiable
usdvista.com with the
contact information.
subject line "Letter to
Letter
content is subject
the Editor." Letters for
the up-coming edition are to editing for clarity and
style.
due Saturday by 6 p.m.

The Vista does not
publish anonymous
letters, those addressed
to a third party or letters
in poor taste.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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One university. Six continents. Over 30 countries. 86.8 percent undergraduate participation rate.It is no wonder that USD is ranked Mo.
I for undergraduate stu<idy abroad programs in the nation. Mo matter the experience you are looking for,USD'I's International Center has a
program to match. Students are able to go abroad for as short as a three week intersession program to as long as a year in a foreign country or combination of countries. Another huge incentive is the fact that financial aid travels with students during their time abroad.
"Unique"; "life-altering"; "highlight of my college career": these are only a few of the reactions students have about their times outside the
walls of USD. If you are at all interested in spending part of your time here at USD abroad, take a look at what our students are saying
about some of USD's most popular programs.
/

By Kayla league

By Matt Wose

WfJT'. 11/

My semester in Oxford was one of my most
memorable semesters in college. I went over there
not knowing anyone and came back with great
memories and amazing friends. I decided to study
abroad in Oxford because I wanted an environment
that felt familiar enough to the United States while
still being different and unique. I also knew several
people from USD who studied at Oxford in the past
and absolutely loved it. Living in England was such a
unique experience, but traveling all over Europe was
something I'll never forget. Studying abroad during
the Spring term meant ( had one additional spring
break that the Fall semester students did not have. (
able to take advantage of this extra break to spend
more time in other European countries, including my
favorites, France and Ireland. The school also
provided weekly trips around the United Kingdom,
where I was able to visit English towns that I
otherwise might not have gone to for a really cheap
price! I wish I had another semester to go abroad, I
would do it in a heartbeat!

^
By Lauren Vujovich

Semester at Sea is unlike any stiidy abroad program offered. Instead
of being given the opportunity to immerse yourself in one country,
students are able to experience a vast amount of countries all across
the world. Through doing this, students are then able to compare and
contrast different countries and cultures and see how different or
similar the world can be. It allows students to open their minds to new
cultures and see places that theyimay have never seen if they weren't
on Semester at Sea. (n this program, students and faculty all live
together on the ship and through that a community is built. The ship
becomes your home and the faces you see on it soon become ones
that are familiar and make you feel at home in a foreign land. A great
perk of Semester at Sea is that fee ship does all the traveling to the
countries for the passengers, so students don't have to spend money
on getting to a country, but rather on what they do in that country. In
ui o> addition the professors on the ship are in the same boat, literally, as
the students and are understanding with the homework load and deadlines. Semester at Sea allows its passengers to see the world with
friends in a way that couldn't be done individually. The field programs
offered through Semester at Sea fives students the opportunity to be
given help when touring a country, or students can mimic the plan and
go on their own. The ship alwaysihas an electric vibe for it is always
approaching a new country and students are constantly discussing
different traveling plans that they have or have heard of. Semester at
Sea is truly a unique study abroad experience that makes students
want to get back on the ship to do it all over again once the voyage
has ended.
1

s

When I thought about coming to South America to
study abroad, I had many stereotypes of what to
expect in the Southern hemisphere. Run down roads,
impoverished or developing communities, and small
neighborhoods were all expectations I had of Buenos
Aires. The reality for me was mind-numbing. Often
referred to by outsiders as the "Paris of South
America," the sprawling city can often feel like an old
European one with its Italian-style pizzas, cobblestone
streets, and Spanish-style architecture.

"

Nevertheless, that's not to say that it doesn't have a
unique Latin American flavor. On any sunny day it's
easy to walk to the nearest plaza and find it completely
filled with young and old people playing soccer and
enjoying the staple Argentine drink "yerba mate." Ask
most groups for a game of pick-up futbol or for a sip
of some of their mate and you will almost always find
them happy to oblige. They don't do tt out of a sense of
courtesy, but out of a genuine desire to meet new
people and share their stories about life across the
world.

„

Overall, being one of the 20 largest cities in the world,
Buenos Aires has something fit for every appetite.
Whether its nightlife, architecture, food, or just wanting
to get to know a friendly people from a different part of
the world, I would highly recommend Buenos Aires to
anyone looking to study abroad somewhere with a
different flavor than your average experience.

By Leeza Earl

I studied abroad in Jamaica for the 2013 summer program. This was my first time out of the country and I
have no regrets for my location for my first study abroad experience. This program was designed a little
different than most study abroad programs because of our partnership with Clayton State University. This
allowed me to meet new people not only from a different country but a different part of my own country. There
were about 50 students on this trip and all of us came with our own expectations of Jamaica, good and bad.
Thinking we would only see what was shown on TV and the tourist magazines which was not the case. Yes,
we lived "better" than the natives with our air conditioned villa apartments but we were able to see what was
true to Jamaica

/
By Katie Montero
I studied abroad with 90 other students from USD in Madrid,
Spain, and even though we all had different stories, different
background, and wanted different things out of our
experiences abroad, one thing I know to be true is that
Madrid had something for all of us. Madrid is a bustling city
that is as full of life as it is surrounded by culture and history.
For the students who were looking for great nightlife, Madrid
had the best in the world. For students looking for a city with
history, Madrid is rich with it.

I viewed Jamaica as a "space" and not a "place" at the very start of this experience but I later realized that
this space that I took advantage of for my pleasure is a place where people call home. To have the opportunity
to travel outside of my country was a blessing and was something that Jamaicans are not able to do.
of their revenue came from tourist and hospitality services made me
I have here in the states. This trip opened my frame of thinking
and allowed me to view the world and myself in a different lens. It also showed mehow to appreciate the small
things because one day those small things will be a big thing once they are gone. Being there for 3 weeks
gave me the chance to emerge myself in their culture and change some of my views. Jamaica was just the
first study abroad experience I have had but it will not be the last.
in m#
P

When I boarded my flight from San Francisco to Madrid, I was
looking for a chance to immerse myself in another culture and
another language. As soon as my four roommates and I
stepped outside of the airport, Spanish culture came up and
practically hit us in the face. Or I supposed a more accurate
description would be that it kissed us on both cheeks. Wer
name was Concha, and she was the host mom who would
open up her home and kitchen to us for the next four weeks.
Every night, we sat down and had dinner with Concha and
talked about everything from school to boys to politics. She
took us on tours of the countryside and to her favorite local
places, and she was always so proud to show us her city. The
opportunity to live with a host family and experience Spanish
culture firsthand is something that I cherished then and have
kept with me since.
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Montero, Leeza Earl, Matt Wose, Lauren
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ARTS & CULTURE
Having
gratitude

By Khea Pollard
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

"He discovered the cruel paradox
by which we always deceive ourselves
twice about the people we love first to their advantage, then to their
disadvantage" - Camus
Within context, this excerpt
from Camus' "A Happy Death"
reminds me of the human tendency
to be unappreciative. In a moment of
existential thought, protagonist Patrick
Mersault realizes he's placed too
much importance on vanity and pride,
revealing his own complacency in his
romantic relationship.
The things we take for granted
in life are plentiful. From friends and
family we neglect to see for months on
end, to the material objects we own.
The saying "first world problems" is
bom of complaints about the smallest
things in life we should be grateful to
have in the first place. This phrase is
comical at best and absolutely idicative
of our position of privilege at worst.
We
complain
about
how
unremarkable the new Apple iPhone
5S is .Talk about how Siri is still so
incompetent. We forget that there are
people in the poorest of countries that
can work an entire year and still not
afford to purchase an iPhone.
I was convinced, and still am, for
the past few months that I absolutely
need to buy a new cellphone with a
front facing camera. How else will 1
take selfies with ease?
In the search of the latest and
the greatest, I am ignoring the fact
that my cellphone is functional, as is.
All the bells and whistles the newest
technology boasts will have me
forgetting life existed pre-Apple.
My father's family in Pittsburgh
hasn't seen me since I was very young.
Sometimes I wonder if they remember
what I used to look like in great detail,
if they'll recognize me when they see
me, or if I'll recognize them.
I receive the occassional phone
call from an older relative. When this
happens I am always at a loss for words
beyond 'Hello how are you'. I know
nothing of their present or their past
and quite frankly, we probably have
nothing in common.
For years I was satisfied with
excuses for not seeing them. Time,
opportunity and financial
freedom
were always to blame. In actuality,
five plus years is ample time for travel
preparation. As an adult, "too busy" is
no longer an applicable excuse. The
easiest way to mitigate the awkward
phone silene would be to create new
memories as a familial unit.
I probably won't recognize them
when I see them. We will have to be
reintroduced as strangers but I welcome
this. Even though so much time has
elapsed, I feel fortunate to have people
all the way across the country that care
for me.
Inwardly I acknowlege the need to
appreciate what I have. Now it's more
about taking action and not allowing
myself to become complacent in these
relationships. These people won't
be around indefinitely so I should try
my best to connect while there is still
opportunity.
It's easy to forget that love isn't
free, it's earned; with the exception of
our parental relationships. In this case,
we love yet sometimes we don't say it
enough. We imagine our folks as pillars
holding us up when we need them and
at times our pride allows us to shrink in
embarrassment of them.
Thinking of people twice, the
second time to their disadvantage.
Material things are nice to have. Fancy
technological adaptations are becoming
more and more "necessary" to access
information we use daily. Once upon a
time humans persevered without turn
by turn navigation and Weight Watcher
apps.
I won't deny that my daily
activities are a lot easier with these
advances in technology.
Siri is amazingly convenient and
I still want a front facing camera. But
easier does not always equal better. Just
remember to identify your luxuries.
Then, appreciate them as such.
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Investigative novel 'Bleeding Edge' is a hit
By Kevin Searle
CONTRIBUTOR
For half a century now, Thomas
Pynchon has been writing dense,
complex novels. In that time, he has
become one of the seminal American
authors. His latest novel, "Bleeding
Edge," released Sept. 17, is long,
winding and complicated. Most books
this length and complexity are rendered
dull and trite. However, Pynchon's
novel is entertaining and brilliant.
"Bleeding Edge" follows Maxine
Tarnow, a fraud investigator who lost
her accreditation prior to the novel's
start, as she seeks to uncover the
nebulous roots of internet security firm
Hashslingrz. The novel is set in New
York City, beginning slightly before
the events of Sept. 11, which come
to play a significant role later on. The
dot com bubble, a financial crisis that
occurred at the beginning of the 2000s,
has just burst and looms large over the
novel's events.
Tarnow, nearly divorced and
a mother of two, is a daring and
exciting protagonist. She's willing to
talk to potential leads at seedy dive
bars, whether it be at 2 p.m or a.m.
She attends parties thrown by the
mysterious and malevolent-seeming
Gabriel Ice, the wunderkind behind
Hashslingrz. As the novel progresses
and the plot thickens, it becomes
increasingly more enthralling.
While the plot is exciting, it's the
small details that increase the novel's
intrigue. Pynchon writes in clipped
prose, occasionally electing to leave a
verb out of a sentence. This technique,
combined with the extensive detailing
of Maxine's thoughts and motivations,
has the dual effect of getting the reader
inside her head and confusing them
about what information is pertinent.
Pynchon makes extensive use
of lingo and jargon, and it's hard to
know what phrases are important. The
novel makes use of this confusion,
throwing out red herrings left and
right. The writing itself is labyrinthine,
an excellent mirror of the winding path
Maxine takes in the novel.
Intelligent humor helps to make

the novel entertaining rather than
confusing or frustrating. Pynchon's
characters are smart, and he equips
them with sharp wit and ample senses
of humor. Throwaway jokes and double
entendres litter the novel, rewarding the
reader paying enough attention to catch
the clever jokes. When describing a
'joint epiphany' two characters had,
he makes a small aside to note it was
"maybe more joint than epiphany."
"Bleeding Edge" is a hard novel
to categorize, but above all other

distinctions it probably falls into the
detective novel category. However,
the literary nature of Pynchon's prose,
along with the numerous pop culture
references, distinguish it from ordinary
detective novels.
While the novel is enjoyable, it's
not without its flaws. Pynchon uses his
and his readers' knowledge of what
will happen on Sept.11 and the months
following it to give his characters a
foresight so accurate it's feels almost
silly. Additionally, while the novel is

intended to be dense, swaths of it are
dull. While these defects don't detract
from the novel as a whole, they do have
some impact on the reading experience.
Detective novels are not generally
thought to have high literary merit.
Through his career, Thomas Pynchon
has written brilliant novels that
challenge that conception. As with any
novel, "Bleeding Edge" has its flaws
but it succeeds in creating a detective
novel that is exciting, funny, smart and
above all, interesting.

Artists' Corner: Colleen Buffington
By Maya Arrieta
ASST. ARTS & CULTURE
EDITOR

Each week The Vista
aims to showcase student
artists. Senior Colleen
Bufhngton is passionate
about drawing and
photography, both of
which she has been doing
since a young age.

TV: When did you begin
creating artwork?

TV: Where do you draw
inspiration?

CB: I first started doing art
at a very young age, because
my dad "and extended family
always had an interest in it.
I've been taking art classes for
as long as I can remember.

CB: My great-grandfather
was a very talented painter,
and I grew up seeing his
paintings around our house.
Though I never met him, I
attribute my skills to his side
c a:,

TV: Is there anything in particular that you most like to draw
or photograph?
CB: Last semester at USD, 1 took a figure drawing course
and found 1 enjoyed drawing the human figure more than I
would have thought. It also merged quite nicely with my science
background. As lor photography, I tend to photograph the small
details in life and absolutely loved capturing life in Paris this
summer. I took the digital'photography course in Paris and
enjoyed frolicking in the streets with my friends with my camera
in hand.
TV: Although you are a
biology major, you' obviously
have an interest in art—Do
you see yourself using these
two passions together in the
future?
CB: Upon entering college,
I was convinced that I would
ultimately end up in a healthrelated field.
Through my
studies of biology, 1 have come
to see the magnificence of the
human body and am currently
pursuing physical therapy
post-graduation. I think this
relates to art because the body
is a perfect example of shapes
and lines coming together in a
composition.

TV: Are there any artists or
photographers that you idolize
or look up to? Of any that
have had an influence on your
work ?
CB: I'm a big fan of Eugene
Atget, who was well known for
street photography. His work
has inspirea me to go out of
my comfort zone and take
pictures of everyday life.
TV: What is your favorite
kind of art to do?
CB: I have always enjoyed
both drawing and painting
but recently five become more
interested in photography.
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Tattoo Thursday: Tattoos and the stories behind them
By Danielle Devries
STAFF WRITER

Since their origin in Polynesia in the 18th century, tattoos have become increasingly commonplace, especially among the younger age group.
Americans seem to be obsessed with tattoos, as 14 percent of Americans have at least one, and 32 percent claim they are addicted to ink. The
tattoo industry has grown exponentially in the past years, last year racking in 1.65 billion dollars in the United States alone. It s no surprise that
many USD students have followed this trend and tattoos are a familiar sight around campus. This week, we caught up with four students with one
or multiple tattoos, and asked them to share their stories.

When one sees junior Jonathon Laughter, the eye is immediately drawn toward the number of vibrant tattoos on his arms. While his tattoos are visually intriguing, the story behind them is
even more interesting. Laughter has both of his family crests, navy wings and a medical alert tattooed on his forearms and biceps.
At the age of 10, a school assignment prompted Laughter to research his family's history. He discovered that his father is of Scottish descent and his mother, German. This discovery led
him to do more research to find his family crests. These representationsof a family name feature symbols on a shield to depict the value of that particular family. He decided to have these
crests tattooed on his body when he was old enough.
"My mom was not pleased to hear me speak about getting tattoos, being that I was so young at the time," Laughter said. Today, his mother views the tattoos as a symbol of Laughter s
family loyalty.
After the death of his grandfather, Laughter opted to have butterfly wings inked on his forearm. Beneath the image of the butterfly wings is the date of birth and death of his grandfather.
Laughter looks upon these wings in remembrance and reverence for his grandfather's life.
Lastly, the medical alert symbol with the word "diabetic" came to fruition out of necessity. Laughter once participated in a cycling team. While on the team, he admitted to making many
reckless maneuvers that sent him to the hospital on multiple occasions. Nurses at the hospital are immediately alerted to Laughter's diabetic condition without further inquiry. His tattoo is
a convenient replacement for a medical alert bracelet.

Junior Kayla Jenson has a small infinity symbol on her wrist and a Hindu symbol on her ankle. The infinity symbol reminds her that life is continuous and adaptable. Following every
low point there is a high waiting in the near future. Jenson's Hindu symbol is an ancient relic representing the philosophy, "Live in the moment and be present." Each day she strives to
relinquish the past, look to the future with optimism and value each present moment.
Jenson's friends were initially surprised at her decision to get inked because it seemed to be out of character. But as time passed, they became more comfortable and curious about their
significance.

Freshman Nick Gourgouris wanted his tattoo to reflect his strong ties to his Greek culture. The word
"okeanos" is Greek for "ocean," a prominent aspect of Greek culture. Gourgouris believes the ocean evokes
both the values and beauty of the culture. He is currently studying ancient Greek at USD and says Greece
is his favorite place in the world. His parents were originally upset with his choice to get a tattoo, but now
understand it is a proud sign of his Greek heritage.

Freshman Jackie Altschuld has a tattoo that is one of a set. Altschuld
says most people don't even know she has a tattoo because its placement
on her ribcage keeps it hidden. The tattoo is a sun with a triquetra
symbol in the middle. The triquetra represents groups of three, a
meaningful family number for Altschuld. Her older sister Camille has a
matching tattoo and when her younger sister Emma turns 18, she will
also get the tattoo to complete their trifecta. This tattoo is just one way to
symbolize these sisters' unique bond.
Photos Courtesy of Danielle Devries
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TORERO OPINIONS:

What are you most excited for this Homecoming weekend?

Calvin Brown

Daveyuanna Menzies

Rommel Pinlac

Mia McGovern

Brian Trover

Freshman

Junior

Junior

Sophomore

Senior

"The football game!
And the exhibition of
school spirit."

"There is a lot
"Looking forward to
having my roommate's going dh...but FUSO is
mom come. She's like having an alumni event
A lot of alumni are
my mom, so it'll be fun
coming back and it'll
to have her around."
be exciting to see what
they're doing "

'There are so many
events going 011! I'm
excited to see my
parents. I really like
seeing everyone come
together."
1111

"Surf As One, I
really like surfing so
I'm definitely looking
forward to that."
H
"Msmimstm
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Movie Quotes Crossword
Across

13. "Dreams feel real
while we're in them. It's only
when we wake up that we
realize something was actually
strange."

2. "How much can you
know about yourself if you've
never been in a fight?
8. "You either die a hero
or you live long enough t<p see
yourself become the villain."

14. "They call it a Roy ale
with cheese.'

10. "Fear can hold you
prisoner. Hope can set you
free."

15. "Life is like a box of
chocolates, you never know
what you're gonna get."

11. "Are you not
entertained?'

Down
7. "I see dead people."

1. "Who is Keyser Soze?"

8. "I'm gonna make them an
offer they can't refuse."

3. "Red Rum."
4. "I'll never get used to
anything. Anybody that does,
they might as well be dead."

.9. "Elementary, my dear
Watson."
12. "Do not try and bend
the spoon. That's impossible.
Instead...only try to realize the
truth."

5. "Inconceivable!"
6. "We'll always have
Paris."

Answers from last week's crossword
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WHAT'S
HAPPENII J i s
THIS WEEK&

GOLDEN
LL STREET FAIR
Features delicious local food, a beer
garden, local interactive art,
games and more
•^k. location: Downtown
Price: Free

TAI CIII CHIJAN
rQi Gong/Taoist

meditation classes

Location: Taoist Sanctuary of San Diego
4229 ParkBlvd
San Diego, CA 92103
Time: 6 p.m.
Price: Free

LA
JOLLA
FOOD
WINE GASLAMP
OPEN MIC
FESTIVAL 2013

Featuring the works of 150+
Southern California's
artists, a silent auction,
up-and-coming comics
roving entertainment, a
test their skills in front of
gourmet marketplace, the
a live audience.
Geppetto's/Wiu Lincoln Family
Art Center, a wine/beer garden
Venue: The Village of La Jolla
Price: Free [suggested
$5 benefiting
public
schools)

AY

sign-up starts at 7 p.m.

m
*

HA

Age Limit: 21+
Price: Free

*'/J
Images by Wikimedia Commons

Colleen Buffington/The V
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Dear
Government

EDITOR

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Davis Jones

Hunter Jameson

Seeing double
Torero twins
By John Barnum
Contributor

By Davis Jones
SPORTS EDITOR

Hello Government.
You probably don't remember
me. We met once. In October. I walked
into my house and the TV was on. and
the election results were flashing, and
confetti was everywhere on the floor,
and 'Proud to be an American' ran
in loops from my iHome. You sat on
my couch sipping Capri Suns with no
straw. "I'm Government," you said.
"And you're out of Capri Suns." So I
made a Costco trip.Too bad you wanted
the brand name kind. Now I have a
mountain of juice pouches squished in
my fridge. I hope you're happy.
You took my bed. I made some
joke that if certain countries came
over this could constitute .as sleeping
with the enemy, am I right? I crawled
into my sleeping bag when you didn't
laugh.
I made you eggs and waffles in
the morning. I discovered you only eat
bacon. You sent me to Costco and I got
90 strips. Man you ate those fast. Then
you gathered your hat and coat at the
front door and said, "Wish me luck!
I'm starting this term off on the right
foot!" I was about to say good luck
but I only got out "Go—" before you
shut the door. Well. Anyway. You knew
what I meant. When I saw no bacon left
over my stomach growled on account
of not eating and I swore my wallet
growled because 90 bacon strips aren't
cheap, even from Costco.
You came home those first few
months a little discouraged. Some
progress, but not much. I told you to
cheer up. Here's my tax refund, I said.
Go buy yourself something special.
Then I looked on my bill and saw so
many zeroes I concussed myself on
the kitchen table by accident. You held
your head in your hands. "You have no
idea how hard it was for me," you said.
"It was traumatizing. You think I want
to do this?" I saw your eyes glisten and
I felt bad. I knew the feeling. "There,
There," I said. "Let's get you the new
iPhone. That'll make you feel better."
"I already did," you said. "1 took it out
of your retirement savings. I hope you
don't mind." I tried to answer but you
ran upstairs and played Call of Duty for
19 straight hours. When did I buy Call
of Duty?
And here's another question,
Government: huh? You slam the front
door a few days ago all flustered and
say, "I'm shutting down?" What does
that even mean? You're not a robot,
you doof.
I'm sorry. Let me backtrack.
Wait. No. I'm not sorry, Government.
Not one bit. Since when is it okay for
anyone anywhere to "shut down" when
stuff's not working out? I thought you
were on the upswing. You actually
started cooperating with others. Now
you lay on the couch all day watching
NCIS with Doritos Taco crumbs stuck
in your beard, and you negligently
misfire your Capri Suns so that they
stain all over my new carpet. Use a
straw. It's not real juice. FY1. Stick that
in your diet pipe and smoke it.
What I'm saying is Get Back To
Work. It's pathetic. You think you're
the only one with problems? Watch the
news. Read the newspaper. Europe's
tanking, too. Get over reading just
articles with your picture in them and
pitching the rest. Take a good look.
People's heads get lopped off for you.
Overseas children have swollen bellies
that are empty inside. Quit feeling sorry
for yourself and consider that many,
many people would die to live under
the relatively civil rule you provide.
Honor the trust by which your people
voted you to do that job. Now do it.
And one more thing: quit with the
guilt trip. Sure, 1 played a role in the
chaos. We all did. But one role I don't
have time to stop and play is a victim,
because frankly, my circumstances
don't give jack about stopping for me,
thank you. I've got school to do, loans
to pay. family to care for.
Don't go JFK on me. This is
different. I'll ask what I can do for
my country as soon as my country can
hang in there for me.

The cross country team here at
USD has lately shown great success,
the women earning seventh and the
men earning ninth at the Stanford
Invitational on Sept. 28. Their success
is due partly to the fact that they regard
themselves as a family. In one case,
however, this may be quite literal.
Ashton and Kalin Padberg
are identical twins that are solid
contributors to the women's cross
country and track teams. Both are
sophomores who have been running
for USD ever since they were recruited
by coach Will Guarino their senior year
of high school. Before college, Ashton
and Kalin ran track and cross country
all four years of high school. In fact,
they have been running ever since they
were physically able, running youth
track together as well.
"We're a family of runners," said
Ashton. Both are used to doing a lot
together, joking that they are like an
old married couple. "I take care of her,"
Kalin said.
Though the two sisters love being
together, attending the same college
wasn't always the plan. Ashton had her
heart set on USD from the beginning of
senior year, knowing it was the place
for her. Kalin, knowing she wanted to
run in college, did not want to go to the
same place as Ashton. However, when
Kalin saw USD, she immediately fell
in love .
"There was just no other college
I liked as much as USD," Kalin said.
They are also planning to pursue
degrees in the same International
Business major. Ashton, on the other
hand, also wishes to minor in Spanish,
while Kalin is pursuing a minor in
non-profit leadership. They both plan
to study abroad together in Spain
next semester. Currently residing in
the Vistas with two other teammates,
their living situation strikes the perfect
balance of sport and family. "I'd say
we're pretty good roommates," Ashton
said.
Kalin said the girls .believe they
are very similar, at least where it is
most important. "We agree on almost
everything, so we don't really argue,"
she said. Ashton and Kalin are both

19 years old, but Kalin is older by 30
seconds. They say they have never
taken a DNA test to discover if they are
genetically "identical" or "fraternal,"
but the similarity in their appearances
is uncanny.
"I would constantly confuse them
for each other and get their names
wrong the first couple of weeks," head
coach Will Guarino said. "But once I
got to know them on a deeper level, I
realized how different they really are. I
can always identify them by their stride
though."
Coach Guarino has been coaching
for 10 years now and says he has
encountered several sets of twins and
siblings throughout his career. "We
always say we are a family, but having
actual blood relations makes that family
even tighter," he said. When describing
early morning runs spanning longer
than five or six miles, Guarino said that
it helps to have someone suffering with
you, who knows your pain.
Who's the better runner? Looking
at only the stats, Ashton's PR, or
personal record, is 10 seconds faster
than Kalin's. Be that as it may, the
sisters say that all throughout high
school they would constantly go back
and forth between who was in first and
who was right behind. At the moment
Ashton is in the lead, but Guarino
believes that they will most likely
switch several times during their time
here at USD. Coach Guarino says the
twins are very supportive of each other,
saying that they help to motivate one
another to do better. Ashton and Kalin
train together both during breaks and
when they are not with the team.
"We have a healthy competition,"
Ashton said. "And we never fight,
which I guess is kind of weird."
Coach Guarino said that while
Kalin is more of a pack runner, Ashton
tends to run regardless of who is
around her. The twins say that beating
each other is never in their minds;
they are always hoping the other does
the best they can do. "On our team, it
is not about passing someone," coach
Guarino said. "It is about taking
someone with you."
Ashton and Kalin will be running
Oct. 19 at the Bronco Invitational
in Santa Clara. More information
about the event can be seen on the
USD website. Toreros should attend
the meet, at least to try and tell the
difference between the two sisters.

MLB playoffs begin for contenders
Four match-ups will determine one champion

By Collin Trotter
Contributor
For most of the country, the
arrival of October brings an exciting
time of colorful leaves and colder
weather. For baseball fans, the month
brings a whole new type of thrill: The
Major League Baseball playoffs.
The playoff format of baseball
is simple, with 10 teams playing for one
trophy and one title: World Champions.
The San Francisco Giants were the 2012
Champions but were unable to return to
the playoffs, meaning a new team will
take the crown this year. The playoffs
are already underway, and three teams
have already been eliminated from
postseason play. For the Cleveland
Indians, the Cincinnati Reds and the
Atlanta Braves, the season is over. As
the running joke goes, these three teams

will have to take satisfaction from an
early vacation. For the remaining seven
teams, the dream is still intact. The Los
Angeles Dodgers are the only team to
have advanced to the third round, after
winning their third game in a best of
five series late Monday night.
Though it is very early in
the playoffs, the excitement has been
unmistakable. In the Oakland Athletics
victory over the Detroit Tigers on
Monday, the Oakland A's closer Grant
Balfour and Tigers designated hitter
Victor Martinez got into it on the field,
throwing obscenities and threats at
each other until both benches cleared.
The conflict was resolved with
no punches thrown, but expect this to
be a storyline as the series comes to a
close this week. The Oakland A's had a
2-1 series lead as of Monday, and were
hoping for a victory that would take

them straight to their first American
League Championship Series since
2006. However, after an 8-6 loss to the
Detroit Tigers, the Oakland A's will
have to fight for their ALCS ticket in
game 5 on their home field.
The Tampa Bay Rays-Boston
Red Sox series features two teams
that are division rivals. These two
teams have played each other 19 times
throughout the course of the season,
with the Red Sox winning 12 of the
games.
However, any true baseball
fans know that when it comes to the
playoffs, anything can happen. The
Red Sox came into the series with the
best record in baseball and showed it
by winning the series in game 5 with a
3-1 victory.
No matter what happens in the
Pittsburgh Pirates- St. Louis Cardinals

2013 MLB PAYROLL FOR PLAYOFF TEAMS
TEAM (RANK)

PAYROLL (IN MILLIONS)

LOS ANGELES DODGERS (2ND)

$216.6

'BOSTON RED SOX (4TH)

$150.6

DETROIT TIGERS (5TH)

$148.4

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS (10TH)

$115.2

CINCINNATI REDS (13TH)

$107.5

ATLANTA BRAVES (16TH)

$89.8

PITTSBURGH PIRATES (20TH)

$79.6

CLEVELAND INDIANS (21ST)

$77.8

OAKLAND ATHLETICS (27TH)

$60.7

TAMPA BAY RAYS (28TH)

$57.9

-Davis

TROTTER'S TAKE:
MY ALWAYS HUMBLE PREDICTION FOR THE RE
MAINDER OF THE PLAYOFFS

AMERICAN
LEAGUE

NATIONAL
LEAGUE

DIVISION
SERIES
(BEST OF 5)

TIGERS I N
5 GAMES

DODGERS IN
4 GAMES

DIVISION
SERIES
(BEST OF 5)

R E D SOX IN
4 GAMES

CARDINALS I N
5 GAMES

CHAMPIONSHIP
SERIES
(BEST O F 7 )
W ORLD
FACTS BY CBS SPORTS
IVY GUILD/THE VISTA

series, the Pittsburgh fans already
have something to celebrate. For the
first time since 1992, the Pirates had a
winning season, going an impressive
94-68. Built on a low payroll and a
diehard fan base, the Pirates look to
continue to improve their already
successful season. The Cardinals look
to regain the championship they won in
2011. The series is currently tied 2-2.
The Los Angeles Dodgers have
quite the opposite storyline, with a rich
tradition of success, and the second
highest payroll in all of the MLB.
With an immense payroll of over $200
million, they have almost triple the
payroll that the Pirates have.
The
Dodgers
had
huge
expectations coming into the season,
after a year ago participating in the
largest blockbuster trade the MLB had
ever seen.

R E D SOX O V E R D O D G E R S O V E R
CARDINALS I N
TIGERS IN
6 GAMES
5 GAMES

SERIES: THE DODGERS BEAT THE RED SOX IN

6 GAMES.
[w cunn/THt yisr.

SPORTS
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Will the SEC continue to dominate?
Teams across the nation strive to steal the championship

By Hunter Jameson

ASST SPORTS EDITOR
The Southeastern conference
has exerted its dominance of college
football over the last decade in ways
that most college football fans have
never before experienced. The SEC
is known for having the best overall
football atmosphere in the country as
well.
The conference is divided into
two regions that schools compete
within: east and west.The west division
includes: the University of Alabama
Crimson
Tide, Louisiana
State
University Tigers, Auburn University
Tigers, Texas A&M Aggies, University
of Mississippi Rebels, University of
Arkansas Razorbacks and Mississippi
State Bulldogs.
The east includes: the University
of Georgia Bulldogs, University of
Florida Gators, University of Missouri
Tigers, University of South Carolina
Gamecocks, University of Tennessee
Volunteers, University of Kentucky
Wildcats and Vanderbilt University
Commodores. The history speaks for
itself, with the SEC winning eight out
of the last 10 National Championships
and four Heisman Trophy winners
since the year 2002.
Alabama, Florida, Auburn, and
LSU have all been National Champions
in the past decade. Tim Tebow from
Florida (2007), Mark Ingram from
Alabama (2009), Cam Newton from
Auburn (2010), and Johnny Manziel
from Texas A&M (2012) are the four
Heisman trophy winners from the SEC
in the last decade.
All of the success and confidence
on display from SEC teams and their
fans has got the rest of the country
wondering who will finally dethrone

the SEC as national champion.
Alabama has been a powerhouse
under Nick Saban with AJ McCarron
at Quarterback, looking for their third
national championship in a row and
fourth in the last five years. They know
how to play in big games, which has
played to their advantage, but there are
teams from other conferences that have
a serious chance at the title this year.
There are currently four SEC
teams in the AP Top 25 Poll: No. 1
Alabama, No. 7 Georgia, No. 9. Texas
A&M and No. 10 LSU. Alabama and
Georgia have arguably the best chance
at keeping the national championship
in SEC territory, but teams like Oregon,
Clemson, Ohio State and Stanford all
have legitimate chances as well.
I think I speak for every college
football fan in the country when I say
we've been dreaming of an Alabama
vs. Oregon matchup for the past two
years, and the dream is still alive this
year. The Pac-12 Conference has two
strong programs in Stanford University
and the University of Oregon who are
both extremely well coached and led
by poised quarterbacks.
Stanford is coached by David
Shaw, who has continued to transform
the Cardinals into a powerhouse
football program even after losing
quarterback Andrew Luck and coach
Jim Harbaugh to the NFL. Quarterback
Kevin Hogan and running back Tyler
Gaffney along with a stifling defense
have led Stanford to a 5-0 record and
No. 5 overall ranking. Gaffney is a San
Diego native out of Cathedral Catholic
High School.
The University of Oregon
Ducks are led by first
year head
coach Mark Helfrich and Heisman
Trophy contender Marcus Mariota at
Quarterback. Oregon runs an extremely
quick tempo offense that wears down

the defense throughout the game. This
style of play is what gives them an
advantage over their opponent nearly

every Saturday. They are the No. 2
team in the country and average nearly
60 points per game.
Ohio State is finally off of their
post-season ban and is hoping to have
a similar season as their last. They
went a perfect 12-0 last season but
unfortunately could not be eligible
for a bowl game because of previous
punishment placed on them.
Coach Urban Meyer made sure
that his team would be ready to go this
season, as they have started 6-0 despite
Quarterbacks Braxton Miller and
Kenny Guiton rotating due to injuries.
The Buckeyes are hoping to bring a
national championship to the Big Ten
but might need an upset of Oregon and
Clemson for that to happen.
The Clemson Tigers might have
the best offensive duo in the country
behind Heisman Contenders Tajh Boyd
at quarterback and Sammy Watkins at
wide receiver. Clemson picked up the
biggest win of any team thus far when
they took down the Georgia Bulldogs
in week one and have continue to win,
holding a 5-0 record and No. 3 ranking
in the nation. The Tigers need Boyd
to come up big the rest of the season
in order for them to have a chance at
bringing the title to the Atlantic Coast
Conference.
Nobody knows what is going
to happen on any given Saturday, and
there are always upsets lurking in the
near future. Along with these four teams
mentioned, Florida State, Georgia
and Louisville all have a chance at a
National Championship, too.
Just one upset of a top five team
can change the stakes all of the teams
sitting in the top 10. The conference
championship games will be the
deciding factor for which team makes
it to the National Championship game
this year.

SEC Schools:
University of Alabama Crimson Tide
University of Arkansas Razorbacks
Auburn University Tigers
University of Florida Gators
University of Georgia Bulldogs
University of Kentucky Wildcats
Louisiana State University Tigers
University of Mississippi Rebels
Mississippi State University Bulldogs
University of Missouri Tiers
University of S. Carolina Gamecocks
University of Tennessee Volunteers
Texas A&M University Aggies
Vanderbilt University Commodores

Important games to watch:
Oct. 19 No. 6 Florida State at No. 3
Clemson
Oct. 26 No.11 UCLA atNo. 2 Oregon
Nov. 7 No. 2 Oregon at No. 5 Stanford
Nov. 9 No. 10 LSU at No. 1 Alabama
Nov. 30 No. 4 Ohio State at No. 18
Michigan

Heisman Contenders:
Soph.QB Johnny Manziel Texas A&M
Soph. QB Marcus Mariota
Sr.

QB Tahj Boyd

Oregon
Clemson

Jr. QB Teddy Bridgewater Louisville
Fr.

QB Jameis Winston Florida St.

Sr.

QB Aaron Murray

Georgia

Side-Out stands up in Pink October
Women's volleyball raises breast cancer awareness

By Davis Jones
SPORTS EDITOR
The USD women's volleyball
Dig Pink match on Oct. 10 against
the University of San Francisco Dons
continues a series of Torero sporting
events dedicated to raising breast
cancer awareness throughout the
month of October.
The men's soccer team gave
away pink drawstring bags during its
Torero Program Board tailgate on Oct.
4 against the Santa Clara University
Broncos, and the women's soccer
match against the Loyola Marymount
University Lions on Oct. 17 includes
pink tote bag giveaways, postermaking and an encouragement for all
fans to wear pink.
The volleyball team is raising
awareness this week with the help
of an additional group: the Side-Out
Foundation, a nationwide organization
dedicated to improving the lives of
breast cancer patients and their families
through the playing of the sport.
Created in 2004, Side-Out
provides financial
support
for
volleyball matches and tournaments at
the youth, middle school, high school
and collegiate levels. It then donates
the funds to medical facilities across
the country, where they turn that money
into various forms of cancer research
and patient support and services. SideOut also provides valuable educational
resources to its partnering schools like
USD.
"Basically,
the
Side-Out
Foundation's goal is to make a
difference in the lives of patients and
families through research," Side-Out
Special Projects Coordinator Julie
Matthews said. "We specifically look
toward metastatic research, which is
both the most advanced form of cancer
and the least funded."
Matthews referenced a study
conducted through the Side-Out
protocol, a pilot study financed
by
teams participating in the foundation,
that only about five percent of all
cancer research goes toward metastatic
cancer. This severe form occurs when
cancerous cells travel throughout the
body by way of the bloodstream or the
lymph system.
For a breast cancer patient, the
cells will spread away from the breast
to organs such as the liver. What results
is considered advanced!stage cancer;
the highest Class-IV stage leads to just
a 15 percent five-year survival rate for
patients, according to statistics from
the Susan G. Komen Foundation.
With over 12,500,000 living

Rachel Alvey and Katie Hoekman attempt to make a block on a St. Mary's Gaels hitter.

people estimated to have had a cancer
diagnosis in the United States as of
2009, chances are good that USD
students know at least one friend
or family member affected by the
disease. A social awareness of how to
specifically fight it, however, is often
unknown.
Many limit themselves to simple
options of donating money to a large
medical organization. The women's
volleyball team unites with Side-Out
on Oct. 10 to increase that sphere of
social awareness among USD fans,
faculty and families.
The game will feature multiple
attractions for fans like removable
tattoos, halftime videos and prize
giveaways, all supplied by Side-Out.
A silent auction with signed game
balls and jerseys from players will
send its proceeds to further fund cancer
research, and a poster station will give
spectators the chance to wri(e their

own encouraging messages for cancer
victims during the match.
For those particularly interested
in the battle against cancer, Matthews
said that the outreach is not strictly
limited to the team's match against the
Dons.
"The
Side-Out
Ambassador
programs offer scholarships and
community service awards," Matthews
said. "People can volunteer and help
out at events like these. If they have
any experience with breast cancer, they
can make a speech to their campus
community before the game. There
are a lot of great opportunities to get
involved for those who want to further
their understanding about cancer
research."
The match is set to begin at
7:00 p.m. The Toreros are currently
No. 12 in the country, marking the
sixth consecutive week that USD has
appeared in the top 25.

SIDEv'UT
F O U N D A T I O N
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Torero football looks to continue winning ways
By Davis Jones
SPORTS EDITOR

Many football teams abide by the
mantra that a strong defense results in
a strong offense. After two dominating
USD wins against Pioneer League
opponents, it might be tough to say
which is stronger.
With its 45-13 win against the
Mercer University Bears last weekend,
the Toreros now have won eight
straight PFL games. Their 2-0 record
this season has played center stage to
impressive offensive performances,
particularly by senior quarterback
Mason Mills, with both games also
featuring a swarming USD defense that
has allowed only one touchdown.
Mills has turned in two
near-perfect passing games while
manning the team's offense. His 2327 completion rate against Mercer
followed an 18-20 showing against the
Stetson Hatters on Sept. 28 in a 59-0
blowout win. Mills's 682 cumulative
passing yards puts him at a five-game
season average of 306.8 yards per
game, a mark which leads the PFL by
nearly 30 yards. Mills also leads the
league in passing efficiency (174.6)
and in total offense (291.0 Yds/G).
"It's just been a good season
overall," Mills said. "It's a lot of
offseason work, just being in the film
room every day, trying to understand
what teams do before they do it. I
mean, they were solid games, but it
starts up front with our offensive line
and with our receivers and running
backs. It really was a team effort. We're
not looking too far into those past few
teams because [Stetson and Mercer]
had never played anyone like us yet, so
it really starts to get going next week."
His offensive numbers have
not only topped the conference, but
in a few ways have even topped the
program. Mills passed for five yards
to senior receiver Sam Hoekstra
in the first half against Mercer and
subsequently became the USD all-time
leader in career completions with 744.
Graduated quarterback Josh Johnson
(2004-2007), now playing for the
NFL's Cincinnati Bengals, held the
previous record with 724. The Stetson
game featured another milestone, with
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Mills taking the program all-time lead
in career passing attempts with 1,078.
The previous high also belonged to
Johnson (1,065).
"It's been a lot of hard work, and
I'd like to think it validates some of
the things I've been doing," Mills said.
"But once again, it's a team effort. It
starts up front with the offensive line,
and you have to have receivers who can
catch the ball. They're doing a great
job. It's nice to have all of these things
happen and to be in the same category
as Josh [Johnson]. Completions and
attempts are nice, but we're trying to
get those yards and touchdowns. That's
what we're still chasing after."
Equally as impressive as the
team's aerial offense has been its
collective defense. Four different
players finished
with four tackles
against Stetson while limiting the
Hatters to just 10 total rushing yards.

o

Mercer, who ranks second in the PFL in
scoring offense and in rushing offense,
managed to score just two field goals
after connecting for a touchdown in the
first period. In USD's last eight quarters
of play, six of them have resulted in a
shutout. Defensive coordinator Steve
Irvin believes the team's early struggles
contributed to its recent success.
"I think the first couple of losses
were wake-up calls for the guys," Irvin
said. "We started to hone in and realize
that we weren't going to just show up
and win ball games. And from that
point on, starting on the practice field,
guys really started to show up."
USD looks to confirm its
undefeated stance in the Pioneer
League as it prepares for the Marist
College Red Foxes (Poughkeepsie,
NY) on Oct. 12 for Homecoming/
Parent weekend. The Red Foxes, like
Mercer, sit atop the upper rank of team

defenses in the conference, as they
currently place third in three different
statistical categories: total defense,
scoring defense and rushing defense.
Senior Terrence Fede, a 6'5", 270 lbs
defensive lineman from Nyack, NY,
is tied for the PFL lead in sacks per
game and is third in recorded tackles
for losses. The league recently named
him Defensive Player of the Week after
his team's 37-0 shutout against the
Valparaiso Crusaders, during which he
led the Red Foxes with eight tackles,
two sacks and a fumble.
"He's a guy we've considered
heavily all week as we've organized the
game plan," offensive line coach Cory
White said. "You have to do whatever
you can to contain him."
When asked about Mills's role in
the team's assignment,White knows its
quarterback is ready for the challenge.
"Mason does a great job of

getting us into the plays we need to get
into and of recognizing bad situations.
Plus, I feel like we've got a really good
matchup between [Fede] and both of
our tackles," White said.
"Our offensive line is going to
take it like it was any other guy," Mills
added. "We have guys who have gone
up against Ail-Americans at Cal Poly
and Ail-Americans at Harvard. It really
doesn't matter to them. We're not going
to treat anything differently. We've
gone up against him for three years, so
it's not like he's someone we haven't
seen before or anything. He's a great
player, and we're not going to discount
him, but we also aren't going to change
the game plan just because of one guy.
We'll chip him with our running backs,
but nothing any different."
The game is set for 2:00 p.m. at
Torero Stadium.
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